THE NEGRO BUSINESS MAN

ings would have as their object the fixing of uniform and
mutually satisfactory prices and service. It is also recom-
mended that Negro insurance agents constitute them-
selves unofficial health inspectors for their sections of the
town. In this capacity they would report to the public
health committee of the local league all instances of
badly ventilated homes on schools, mosquito-breeding
spots, accumulations of rubbish and filth, or any other
conditions menacing the health of the colored citizens.
The suggestion is made that where possible reading-rooms
and bureaus of information be opened in connection with
the offices of Negro newspapers and that such rooms
place the colored papers from all sections of the country
at the disposal of the patrons after the editor has finished
with them. That several small shopkeepers club together
and employ one expert bookkeeper is another idea offered.
It is also proposed that small retailers get together for the
purpose of purchasing jointly such commodities as can be
advantageously secured in this manner. It is finally
urged that a committee be appointed each year to make a
social survey of the Negro population. This study would
show what progress had been made during the year in
all lines of endeavor and at the same time furnish a direc-
tory of all the business and social activities of the Negroes
of the community. It is pointed out that the sale of
advertising space in its pages would alone more than pay
for such a directory.

It will be noted that these business leagues, like all
other organizations founded or moulded byvBooker Wash-
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